
Attending Worship in Shires Edge Benefice churches during
COVID19 :  What To Expect!

Before you arrive:

 Each church has a maximum capacity. Cropredy can host 40 people ; Claydon  15; 
Great Bourton 20; Mollington 20; Wardington 32 (with some flexibility for 
households)

 When you arrive there is a request to give your contact details. These will be kept for 
3 weeks after the service and given to Track and Trace if someone from the service 
later tests positive for coronavirus.  They won’t be used for any other reason and if 
they are not needed for this purpose, they will be securely disposed of after 3 weeks. 
You may also log in to the NHS Covid 19 app using the QR code.

 We ask you to consider your own risk of attending an indoor gathering.  While we will
be taking a number of steps to keep you safe, we cannot make this risk-free.  You 
might want to look at the NHS guidance on whether you are at higher risk of 
coronavirus and be guided by their advice: 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/people-at-higher-risk/whos-at-
higher-risk-from-coronavirus/

 We ask you NOT to attend the service if you have:

o A new cough

o A temperature

o Lost your sense of smell or taste

 You may want to bring your own hand sanitiser

  Face coverings in worship:  From 8 August 2020, face coverings are required by law 
to be worn in a greater number of public indoor settings including places of worship.  
There are valid exemptions for some individuals and groups to not wear a face 
covering in these settings.

When you arrive

 Please keep an appropriate distance apart, record your contact details, and use 
sanitiser.

 The pews available to sit in will be indicated. We ask you to go straight to a seat and 
remain there for the duration of the service. The service leaflet or book will be on 
your seat.  
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 There may be an additional church door or window open to allow some ventilation so
you may notice it is a little cooler than you expect

During the Service

 Due to risk of aerosol spread, there will be no congregational singing during the 
service.

 We ask that when you are saying the responses that you speak quietly and 
prayerfully – again to reduce risk of droplet spread.

 When we share the peace, we cannot move from our places – we will use a sign or 
sign language to greet other households.

 During distribution of communion, only bread will be distributed.  The priest will 
wear a face covering and sanitise her hands before distribution.  We will receive 
communion standing and in silence. Please move as indicated and then return to 
your seat following the route around church as indicated.  Please keep your face 
covering on as you receive and then remove to consume once you have returned to 
your seat. OR it might be possible in some settings for the priest to bring communion 
to you as you are seated in the pew. You might want to use your hand sanitizer (if 
you have brought some) before receiving communion.

 If you do not want to receive communion for any reason, that is absolutely fine – just 
bow your head and the priest will pray a silent blessing instead.

At the end of the service

 After the priest has processed out, please leave the church without interacting with 
other households, and keeping distance.

 Please leave orders of service or service books on your seat, or put them in the box 
provided. (They will be 'quarantined' until the next use)

 Please leave any cash donation in the plate or receptacle provided.

 We will not be serving refreshments. Please do not stop to chat while leaving the 
building.   Please do not block other people’s exit from the building.  Please 
remember to stay 2m apart from people from other households.

 If you test positive for coronavirus up to three weeks after the service, please let us 
know.

Thank you for your help in keeping everyone safe.
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