
Welcome… 
 

Well, here we are rushing through December 
and I do hope you’re managing to enjoy the 
build-up to Christmas and the New Year 
despite the circumstances we still find 
ourselves in. Sadly, I know that some of our 
friends and neighbours have been poorly and 
we send our best wishes to them for a 
speedy recovery. 
 

We’ve gone to print early this month for 
January hence this is a mix of December and 
January items – I’ve left the LightFest voting 
form in thinking this may hit doorsteps 
before the closing date – forgive us if it 
doesn’t. 
 

The date for wreath entries was delayed 
although even if you didn’t manage to enter 
a wreath, donations to MIND are still 
welcome. 
 

I’m so looking forward to seeing the results 
of our snowdrop planting on the East side of 
the churchyard and all the memories it will 
evoke...  
 

Have a fabulous Christmas and New Year 
everyone and keep well. 
 

      Sue  
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Tel: 01295 758036 
Copy deadline:   17th January 

Bell Tower 
thermometer 
update is £45,000* 
with £5,000 still to 
raise! 
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THE BRASENOSE ARMS | STATION RD | CROPREDY| OX17 1PW| 01295 750244 

Please call to avoid disappointment  
01296 750244

Garden and bar menu - dogs welcome
1777 Restaurant menu 
Large garden 
Kids play area
  

Station Rd, Cropredy. OX17 1PW
01295 750244

www.thebrasenose.co.uk

H A P P Y  N E W  Y E A R  F R O M  
T H E  B R A S E N O S E  A R M S

Come visit us this January. 
As well as the delicious menus you've come to

expect, we've some lighter options to enjoy
and 0% drinks if you're being good.   
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Bourtons’ Gardening Club – AGM will be done via email in January and 
the next possible meeting will be February. 
 

Bourtons’ Music Society - The next meeting will be on Wednesday, 19th 
January at 7.30pm in Bourtons’ Village Hall. This will be the AGM with the 
election of the committee for 2022 to 2023 followed by 'W is for 
...'. Select your choice of music connected with the letter 'W'.  
 

Please bring your own drinks and nibbles. Entry to the hall is by the back 
door and exit by the front, but if you have difficulties with the steps you 
are able to exit through the back door. Hand sanitiser is available at both 
the entry and exit to the hall. Please bring your own face masks which 
must be worn in the building. These can be removed when seated at your 
table to drink and eat and should be worn when leaving your table. Social 
distance should still be maintained.  
 

Visitors, guests and those considering membership are welcome to come 
along. This is an informal group who enjoy listening to music of all types 
together. Information about the society or any events can be obtained by 
contacting Margaret Damen on 01295 758519 or Paul Hodges on 01295 
750596. 
 

Friends of All Saints... our Festive Fun day was excellent – thank 
you to all who took part in, and those who visited, the Fayre in the 
Village Hall. It was a really festive occasion with ‘Mother Santa’ and her 
elves (one was naughty!) organising the children’s tombola. Thanks to 
Maggie MacAngus for her cake, mince pies and mulled wine which kept 
everyone going throughout the day.   
 

At 4pm we de-camped to the Bell Inn where Santa magically lit the 
Christmas tree and the Bell Tower lights, the Cropredy School children 
sang carols, and the Bourtons’ Big raffle draw took place – hopefully 
those of you who were lucky enough to win something were happy with 
your prize. 
 

The Festive Fun day raised £1500 for the Bell Tower Conservation 
project! Once more a fabulous amount and enormous thanks to the Bell 
Inn and all who contributed in so many different ways. 
 

Please remember that the ‘Sponsor a Shingle campaign’ is still available 
to support via JustGiving and every £ donated will be match funded. 
Please go to www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sponsor-a-shingle  
 

*Note that the sum of £45,000 raised (front page) so far includes a 
£7,000 ‘award’ from the Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust which will be 
drawn down on completion of the work. Now that we’ve reached £45,000 
the architects will benchmark the original tender against current market 
prices. 
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Fly the Flag, Light the Belfry – brighten the village, bring joy, mark a 
memory – recognise a family anniversary, birthday or commemoration 
(or anything else) by flying the Flag or lighting the Belfry.    
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/flytheflaglightthebelfry  
£5 for a day; £10 for 3 days; £20 for a week - let’s light the belfry!!! 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
          subject to confirmation (updates will be posted on Facebook) 
 
 
 

FITNESS PILATES 
 

Monday’s:   6:30-7:30pm 
Classes in the Community Hall 

 

Pay as you go:  £7 Pilates 
 

More info from Debbie – 
text or phone 07796 427703 

 
 
 
 
 

Opening hours: 
 

Wednesdays, Thursdays 
       & Fridays:    4-11pm 
 

Saturdays:                Noon-11pm 
 

Sundays:      Noon-8pm 
 

                 
and 
Christmas Eve:  2-7pm 
 

Christmas & Boxing Day:   TBC 
 

New Year’s Eve:      4pm ‘til late 
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Bourtons’ Village Hall AGM 

Note from Geoff Tyler...                                      Chairman 
 
“December’s meeting was cancelled due to illness. The committee has been 
looking to set a new date early in January, however events have overtaken us 
with the announcements of the latest COVID restrictions due to the highly 
infectious Omicron variant. The new restrictions are in place until late January 
and experience dictates that more will be added in due course. 
 

Mask wearing is now mandatory except for those with a medical exemption. 
Exemptions also apply while eating, drinking, singing and taking exercise. 
Ventilation continues in the hall and the committee will ensure that any new 
restrictions will be fully implemented to offer protection to our community. 
Please continue to check in using the NHS Covid app and QR code displayed at 
the entrances. 
 

The committee will review the position early in January and set a new date 
circumstances permitting. The new date will be advised via Facebook, the 
notice boards and the Broadsheet subject to its publication date.” 
 
 
Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2021 
Note from David Upton...                 Cropredy & District Co-ordinator 
 
“May I pass on my sincere thanks to the residents of the Bourtons for their 
wonderful contribution to the Poppy Appeal which raised £772.65. Thank you 
especially to Maggie MacAngus, Dave Drummond, Nan Gill and Doreen 
Coleman, who braved the cold and wet weather to make door to door 
collections which we weren’t able to arrange last year due to the Covid 
restrictions. We are still awaiting the confirmation statement from the Bank but 
we believe the total amount raised for the Cropredy & District will be in excess 
of £2,000.” 
 
                                                                                                 Need a venue? 

 
 

For enquiries and bookings for the Bourtons’ Halls, contact: 
 

Village Hall:   
Maggie:  01295 750497 

 
 

Community Hall:   
Claire:  07810 518794 

or email:   
bourtonscommunityhall@mail.com 
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Accounting, Bookkeeping & Tax with
personal, non-judgemental, easy to
understand advice and support

About Us

We are a modern accountancy firm,
offering our customers a wide
selection of services. This includes
traditional accountancy such as:
annual accounts, bookkeeping,
payroll, company secretarial and
taxation advice.

Our clients include:

• Limited Companies
• Sole Traders
• Partnerships
• Landlords

More details including our
pricing, services and our
knowledge centre can be

found on our web site.
 

Telephone: 03332 248643
Mobile: 07895 068643
hello@add-worth.co.uk

www.add-worth.co.uk
 

5 Star Google Rating
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Inaugural Coffee Morning...on Wednesday 1st December LB held its first 
ever Coffee Morning! Thanks to our lovely landlord, Dickie, we were able to 
meet in the pub where hot drinks were purchased and delicious homemade 
goodies such as ginger biscuits, banana cake and mince pies were enjoyed. 
Everyone agreed that it’s a wonderful way for the whole village to come 
together and get to know each other better. If you missed the inaugural 
meeting, you are warmly welcomed to the next on Wednesday, 12th January 
11am. Do come along and join us! 
 

 
Ladies’ Night!!   Sunday, 23rd January 6pm 
Ladies, enjoy a break from the kitchen with yet another new monthly event at 
The Dirt House! Treat yourselves to a main course and dessert for just £12.95. 
This is a great way to meet and mingle with fellow Bourtons’ ladies and chat 
over a meal with possibly a little glass of something nice! If you would like to 
join us it would be helpful if you would book and pre-order by calling or 
messaging 07921 512404. Many thanks. We look forward to seeing you. 
 

 
‘Dirty’ Dates for your Diary are on the back page... note that the New 
Year’s Eve Party is a black-tie event so time to brush off those suits and 
show off the ball gowns! 
 
 
 

The Bourtons’ Parish Council 
Great & Little Bourton, Banbury, Oxfordshire 

Meetings during 2022 
Will be held on the second Tuesday of each month. The April meeting is preceded by the 

Annual Parish meeting. The May meeting is preceded by the Annual General meeting. 
No regular scheduled meeting takes place in August or December 

 

News from Little Bourton 
by Jan Williams... 

19th December - Best Wishes and Congratulations to   
     Kath Robbins who celebrates her 90th birthday!   
              Love from all your friends in the Bourtons xx    
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Foodbank 

 
Contributions may be left 

with Gina Cumming, 

Greenslade, Crow Lane, GB  

 

Please leave items under 

covered area near door. 

 

Items are taken to the 

Banbury Foodbank. 

Thank you! 
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BOURTONS’ BIG LIGHTFEST  
COMPETITION 2021 

VOTING FORM 
 

 
Your Name and Address:  
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________ 
The address of the Christmas lights which you think should 
win this year:  
 
________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
NB:  One vote per Bourton parishioner. 

Voting can be done using this form which needs to be 
put in the mailbox at Great Bourton House, Crow Lane  

or  take part in the poll on Facebook (available mid-Dec) 
or  by email (using the information required on this form)  
to  bourtonsbiglightfest2021@gmail.com 
 

The deadline for all votes is 5pm on  
 

Saturday, 18th December. 
 
 

Be MORE 
KARL!! 
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HANDBAGS…HANDBAGS…HANDBAGS…Some of you may be interested 
in what the donation of your handbag has done following the Rotary Club 
Appeal in early in 2021. Well, a lot! Firstly, imagine living in a society where 
there is no free healthcare, no free schooling and no free handouts. As we 
know, with the spread of Covid, education systems throughout the world have 
been heavily disrupted and the Philippines have been no exception. So there 
have been a lot of children left in poverty, without education and without 
proper care. For them education has been put on hold, however, they still need 
food and care. The money raised through the donation of your handbag has 
been used to feed the slum children of Cebu in the Philippines. These children 
are left to forage in the cities rubbish tips and the meals provided have been 
lifesavers. 
 

In addition, some of the monies raised have been set aside and used to treat 
children with cleft lips, bringing hope to young ones who faced a bleak future 
with this so visual deformity. 
 

So, a big thank you from Rotary and an even bigger thank you from the slum 
children of Cebu for your kind donations. For further information and/or to 
donate please contact Howard on 01295 758149 or email: 
rotaryclubbanburycherwell@gmail.com 
 
 
 
                                                                                
 
 
 
 
The Bourtons’ Big Wreath Off... raising money for MIND. Let's see 
how much we can fundraise while decorating our doors – it’s easy, just 
open up the camera on your smart phone and point it at the code and it’ll 
take you directly to the JustGiving page 

 

Children in Need: 
 

Thank you to everyone who kindly donated their loose change.... 
 

As a community we’ve donated £245.90 this year! 
Well done everyone and thank you from Pudsey! 
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With thanks to Acanthus Clew Architects for the artwork 
 

 

The December 
Community Coffee 

Morning is 
cancelled. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   Landscape gardener 
RHS Advanced with over 20yrs 

experience available for all 
aspects of gardening: 

 
 

Lawns       Borders      Hedges      
Pruning      Weed control 

Design and re-design 
 
 

Private and commercial 
customers. Fully insured and 

reliable. 
 

Call Dawn for a site visit and 
free quote 

07786 557518 
Dawneosborne@outlook.com 

Bartlett Total Build Ltd 

 
 

Based in Great Bourton. 
 

BFT Approved Installer for all automated 
entrance systems.  Electric Gate Specialist. 
We also provide: 
All aspects of the building trade; 
Kitchens and Bathrooms;   
Karndean and Amtico experienced fitter; 
All types of Fencing, Patios and Decking; 
Maintenance and repairs.  
No job too small. 
 

For a prompt, reliable and trustworthy 
service call:   
 

Mike Bartlett on 07717 257357 
 

 
Ricky’s Decorating Service 

 

 
GB resident, Ricky Hume –  

no job too small 
 

Contact Ricky -  
             07837 747221  
         for a free quote 
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Heading into 2022 
The New Year is usually a time of reflection on the past 12 months as well as 
making plans. So, as well as some hospice news and updates, here are details 
of some exciting events coming up and a few different ways you can help. 
Thank you! 
 
 

Goodbye James 
16th December will be a sad day for everyone when we say goodbye to our 
much-loved chaplain, James Grote. For the past six years, James has not only 
played an essential part in the care of our patients and their families, but he 
has been a crucial support for staff guiding us through tough times, 
particularly during the pandemic. We wish James all the very best for the 
future – he will not be forgotten! 
 

New year, new you? 
Looking for a challenge in 2022? Well, look no further! We’ve got some 
fantastic events - look at the Challenge events on the website to find out more. 
 

Could you spare a few hours? 
If you have some time to spare, why not think about volunteering? We have 
one-off opportunities as well as more regular roles, which are all listed on the 
website. We’d love to hear from you. 
 

Charity shops treasures 
If you’re having a post-Christmas clear out, don’t forget about our six charity 
shops across the area. Rather than throwing out your good quality unwanted 
items, donating to a charity shop is more sustainable and helps raise money 
for the hospice. Details of KHH charity shops are on the website. 

www.khh.org  
 

**    **    **    **    **    **  
 

Introducing the Anne Robson Helpline - If you or 
someone close to you is dying, we are here for you.                                                   
At the Anne Robson Trust we believe that everyone 
deserves support and having somewhere to turn to if they 
or a loved one is dying. We know that facing the end of life 
can leave you isolated and alone.  

Our free national helpline is confidential –  
                   0808 801 0688 : Lines are open Mon–Fri (Noon–6pm) 
Our volunteers are here for you to offer vital confidential support, a listening 
ear and a lifeline when you may need someone to talk to. We are also here if 
you want to start having conversations with your loved ones about your wishes 
but might not know where to start.  
Please visit www.annerobsontrust.org.uk to find out more. 
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We’re still collecting stamps and have sent an enormous pile to the 
Society! Thank you for your contributions, do please consider saving your 
stamps throughout the coming season – Hedgehogs continue to need our 
help even whilst they’re hibernating. 

 
 

Shires’ Edge Benefice 
 

Note from The Revd Hilary...                     
 

Look to the star 
 

“As a new year begins, only a very foolish person would dare to predict what it 
might bring. Yet still we might be drawn to look to the stars, to wonder what 
way this year will take us, and remember ancient stories. In the church's way 
of telling time we reach the season of Epiphany. Epiphany is a season of 
wonder and adventure, of hope and courage, of recognising the light of love 
shining around us. We hear the story of star followers who dare to travel a 
different way.  
 

One of UA Fanthorpe's poem is fitting for this season:   BC:AD 
This was the moment when Before 
Turned into After, and the future's 

Un-invented timekeepers presented arms. 
This was the moment when nothing 

Happened. Only dull peace 
Sprawled over the earth. 

This was the moment when even energetic Romans 
Could find nothing better to do 

Than counting heads in remote provinces. 
And this was the moment 

When a few farm workers and three 

Used Postage Stamps 
Many charities benefit from ‘used postage stamps’ – why don’t you save 
yours? Trim round the stamp to leave a 1cm border and drop them into 

the box in the Church porch and they will be sent to... 
The British Hedgehog Preservation Society, 

229 Blossomfield Road, Solihull   B91 1ST 

 
Email: info@britishhedgehogs.org.uk  |  www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please help us survive... 
download the 

Hedgehog Street App
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Members of an obscure Persian sect 
Walked haphazard by starlight straight 

Into the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Haphazard though the days may be, may 'dull peace' sprawl and spread, and 
bless us this season and always.” 
 
Church services across the Benefice during December and January: 
 

When: Service: Where: 
December 
 
19th  Sun 

10am Family Communion Wardington 
4pm Carol service Gt Bourton 
4pm Outdoor carols Claydon 

6pm Carol service Cropredy 
Outdoor carols on the Green Mollington 

24th   Fri 3pm Crib service Cropredy 

4pm Crib service Claydon 
Wardington 

5:30pm Christingle and Crib service Mollington 
6pm Crib service Gt Bourton 

11pm Midnight Mass Cropredy 
Mollington 

25th   Sat 9:30am Holy Communion Claydon 
10am Holy Communion Gt Bourton 
11am Holy Communion Wardington 

26th    Sun Boxing Day – see below for live streaming services 
January 
2nd     Sun 

11am Holy Communion Gt Bourton 
10 am  Family service Wardington 

9th      Sun 10am Benefice Communion Wardington 
16th    Sun 8:30am BCP Holy Communion Claydon 

10am Seeker service Cropredy 
11am Sunday at All Saints Gt Bourton 
4pm Evening Prayer Mollington 

23rd    Sun 10am Morning Prayer Cropredy 
10am Holy Communion Mollington 
4pm Evening Prayer Claydon 

30th    Sun 10am Benefice Candlemas Communion Cropredy 
4pm Evening Prayer Gt Bourton 

 
You are invited to join an Advent Compline every Wednesday in December at 
8pm. It will be a short, about 20 mins, reflective service. Please let Hilary know 
if you wish to join this Zoom service - call 01295 750385.   
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Church at Home services livestreaming on Boxing Day - the Diocese 
is providing two live services to tune into. One will come to you from the 
Cathedral; the other will be parish worship: 

• 9:30am Eucharist from St Paul's, Wokingham; 
• 11am service from the Cathedral (a congregational Eucharist with organist 

and carols, no choir). 

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19-2/livestream/  
 
 

 
 

Bourtons’ BIG ‘Goings-on’…! 
 

 

Bourtons’ Big Wreath Off and Bourtons’ Big Lightfest – see 
inside for detail - don’t forget to return your vote for the best lit house!  

“Be More Karl!” 
 
Wednesday, 12th January, 8pm Quiz in the Bell Inn 
 
 

and down at the Dirt House... 
 
 

Sunday, 19th December – 5pm, Christmas Carol ‘Sing Along’. 
 

Friday, 24th December & 31st December – with Leigh Chambers 
twice more! 
 
Sunday, 23rd January, 6pm: Ladies’ Night see page 7 for detail 
and how to book. 
 
Saturday 29th January:   The Dodgers will be playing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keep an eye on the Bourtons’ Community Facebook page for updates: 
www.facebook.com/groups/594008160776057/ 


